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HAMILTON BLUES SOCIETY NEW ZEALAND
Christmas, New Year &

Summer newsletter
The protracted COVID lock-down in the Waikato in recent times has created uncertainty, fear, and
even animosity in our lives. There’s also been little opportunity to play or listen to the live Blues
music that connects us all. Many events have been cancelled or moved to 2022, including a
concert with Kokomo, The Dirty Tones and Showdown, Ladies Sing the Blues and several of our
monthly events.
NZ will move to the COVID Traffic Light system at 11:59pm on Thursday 2 December. We in the
Waikato will move to orange and we’ve been advised that Biddy Mulligans will require everyone to
wear masks and provide proof of vaccination (certificate) to enter their premises.
Are you ready for some Blues in your lives? Shall we start with a Christmas party?

Thursday 9 December HBS NZ Blues Night and Christmas Party
Biddy's back bar doors will open at 7pm,
with music from 7:15pm.
Acts wishing to book, please email Huw
at HBSevents2@gmail.com with 'Christmas
Party' in the subject line.
Each act gets 20 minutes with one 20minute slot reserved in the middle of the
night to award the Songwriters’ Competition
trophies and hear the prize-winning song
performed.
If you want to play Secret Santa with us,
bring along a secret gift of $5-$10 value
We invite you to sign this
guitar to display in our
Biddy’s front-bar cabinet,
to honour HBS NZ’s 20
years as an Incorporated
Society. Proudly, HBS NZ
has existed for 26 years.

Golden Mic Songwriters’
trophies
These are the trophies:And these are our contenders:Dave Wilkinson, Roger McLay, Tim
Armstrong, John Thomson, Luise
and Norbert Abel and Al Ward.
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Upcoming Dates for 2022
• Sunday 23 January - Sunday Arvo Blues
from 2pm in Biddy’s front bar. Roger ‘Mr
Mudslide’ McLay, and three other acts
(to be advised). As usual, a gold coin
donation is very much appreciated,
merchandise available.
• Thursday 10 February - Thursday Blues
Night from 7pm (1st for 2022)
• 18-27 February - Hamilton Gardens Arts
Festival – HBS NZ may take part!
• Sunday 27 February - Sunday Arvo Blues
from 2pm in Biddy’s front bar
• Thursday 10 March - Thursday Blues
Night from 7pm
• Saturday 12 March - 3rd HBS NZ
HBS NZ Pirongia Blues Festival
Pirongia Blues Festival - midday to 11pm format will be like previous years
(see poster at right )
with roughly 50 minutes of
performance per band with a
• Sunday 20 March - Sunday Arvo Blues
support group performing between
from 2pm in Biddy’s front bar

• Sunday 27 March - HBS NZ at Cambridge
Autumn Festival
• Thursday 31 March - HBS NZ Thursday
Showcase from 7pm – Biddy’s back bar
What else has happened?
❖ On Sunday 28 November we enjoyed our last Level 2
Sunday Arvo Blues – Hillman Hunters, Conmen,
Bluesberries and Shotgun did the honours ☺
❖ Our previous Sunday Blues Arvo snuck in on 26
September at Level 2 with Al’s Angels, Recycled, Conmen
and The Toads entertaining 53 very excited but wellbehaved and masked audience members.
❖ Your Committee only managed 2 face-to-face meetings on 21 September and not again until 23 November BUT
they squeezed in an email-based Special General
Meeting 14-15 October! Very different and ‘trying’ for
everyone.
❖ We had to cancel the Kokomo, with Dirty Tones and
Showdown concert – they will be back in 2022.
❖ Roger McLay aka “Mr Mudslide” never missed a beat –
look up his lockdown videos on Facebook! Well done!

bands.
Camping and campervan space will
again be free but please book your
sites directly, in advance, with the
Five Stags management.
Let's make 2022 truly a memorable
event, in the sun, in Waipa County,
at the Five Stags.

Keep up & keep in touch:HBS website: hbs.org.nz/
Facebook:
Hamilton Blues Society NZ
Facebook page
Email:
hamiltonbluesnz@gmail.com
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We’re taking a moment to look back and be thankful for what we have
With less freedom, loss of jobs and our old lives, let’s remember family and friends and all the
good we do still have. And let’s remember some of our Blues friends.

In August this year we lost Mike Everard, a much
respected and very talented friend and musician, to
cancer.
On Thursday 20 November, many of Mike’s friends and
former band-mates gathered with his family at Jack
Dusty’s in Otumoetai to remember Mike with a concert
to share the affection and respect he kindled in
everybody who knew him. Many familiar faces –
musicians and audience – made up a full house. It was a
heart-warming experience.
Our deepest sympathy to Mike’s wife Cheryle and sons
Jason and Daniel. Rest in love, Mike. Cheryle was
stunned to see so many at the memorial concert.
Our members are thankful to have shared the BOP
Blues Club table with Esther and Murray Turner.
There are a couple of video links on our HBS NZ
Facebook page. Please ‘Like’ them so we know you
were there too.

Two more tributes…
On 30 September 2021 Catherine
Silverstone passed away peacefully in
hospice.
Catherine loved to support all our HBS NZ
events, first being involved with us
around 2015 at Okoroire.

Simon Elton
In August we reported the
passing of one of our
great Kiwi bluesmen,
Simon Elton
We’ve recently been in
touch with his daughter,
Justine. Justine will
organise a memorial for
Simon when her brother
and his family can come
back into NZ from
Australia.
We’ll keep you informed.

Catherine lived in Snells Beach, actively supporting the
Auckland Blues Music Club for many years. She also
regularly attended the Bay of Islands Jazz &
Blues Festival (where many of us saw her in 2021).
Catherine readily joined us at the Rotorua Festival too,
camping out on the shores of Lake Rotorua. She
reckoned there was no better view first thing in the
morning than looking over the Lake. Catherine – we
will miss you and your campervan at our future events.
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The Blues from where we sat in ‘Covid times’

